Service of the Word — The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost
November 8, 2020
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Letuspray. O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son. Give
us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen

FIRST READING: Amos 5:18-24
A reading from Amos

BAlas for you who desire the day of the LORD!
Why do you want the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, not light;
as if someone fled from a lion,
and was met by a bear;
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall,
and was bitten by a snake.
201s not the day of the LORD darkness, not light,
and gloom with no brightness in it?

211 hate, | despise your festivals,
and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies.
22Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings,
I will not accept them;
and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals
I will not look upon.
23Take away from me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.
24But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

P The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



ANTHEM: Drawn to the Light

People who walked in darkness have sought Where is the sun? Oh, there will be none!
a light in the heart of the darkest night. The Lamb is the one who is shining bright,
Just when we thought all would be lost, bids us to come! Life has begun

we were drawn to the light of God. when were drawn to the light of God.

Dawn is in sight! Gone is the night, drawn to the light and the morning.
Glorious and bright, oh, what a sight to be drawn to the light of God.

- text and music by John Ylvisaker

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
A reading from First Thessalonians.

13we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not
grieve as others do who have no hope. **For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that
we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died.
®For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet,
will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. "Then we who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever.
8Therefore encourage one another with these words.

P The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:1-13
P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25" chapter
C Glory toyou, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. *When the foolish took their
lamps, they took no oil with them; “but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. ®As the bridegroom was
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. °But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” “Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” °But the wise replied, ‘No! there will
not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” **And while
they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet;
and the door was shut. !Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.” *2But he
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” 1*Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the
hour.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power on the church, the
world, and all in need.



Holy God, rouse us to deep praise as we gather for worship. Enliven our worship with sincere and heartfelt
song. Sustain the work of all church musicians and artists who lead us in praise and prayer. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Holy Creator, surprise and delight us with the beauty of the world you have made. Bless the work of
landscapers, architects, and artists whose work invites us into harmonious living with your creation. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy Judge, let justice roll down like waters over this world. Reign over the courtrooms of every land, in the
hearts of those who guard the law and those who stand accused of crimes. Be present in cases where we long for
both justice and mercy to prevail. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy Companion, console those who feel lonely or abandoned. Share the hours of those who live and eat alone.
Comfort those who have few friends or who struggle with their identity and place in this world. We pray
especially for those who are ill, hospitalized, having surgery, or recovering: Christie Scott and John Holt. We
pray for those communities, including our own, which are continuing to see significant increases in COVID-19
cases. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy King, you reign over all creation. Grant wisdom to all those who have been elected to positions of
leadership in our nation. Be with those who continue to count votes and ease the anxieties of those who await
election results. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy Protector, be with all observing Veterans Day. Guard the lives of active duty and retired military
personnel. Comfort all who mourn those who have died in the line of duty. Heal the wounds, both physical and
mental, experienced by service members. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Holy and Immortal One, we pray in thanksgiving for the lives of all who have died. Remind us of the frailty and
shortness of our own lives and inspire us to use them for the building up of your kingdom. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you gather all creation around
your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.

PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD

Let us pray.

O God of justice and love,

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.
Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,

and at the end bring all the world to your feast;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory forever. men
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LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

PRAYER FOR OUR TIME
Let us pray.

God, our peace and our strength, we pray for our nation and the world as we continue to face uncertainties
around coronavirus. Protect the most vulnerable among us, especially all who are currently sick or in isolation.
Grant wisdom, patience, and clarity to health care workers, especially as their work caring for others puts them
at great risk. Guide us and our leaders as we consider how best to continue to respond in our families,
congregations, workplaces, and communities. Be with us in these days when gathering together as often as we
would like is not possible. When we must be apart for reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your
sheltering wings. Encourage us in connecting as we are able, reaching out to our neighbors in need and being
persistent in prayer. Give us courage to face these days not with fear but with compassion, concern, and acts of
service, trusting that you abide with us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

BLESSING

May the God of all creation,

in whose image we are made,

who claims us and calls us beloved,
who strengthens us for service,

give you reason to rejoice and be glad!
The blessing of God,

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit,

be with you today and always.

Amen



SENDING SONG: Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers
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1. Re - joice, re-joice, be - liev - ers, and let your lights ap - pear;
2. The watch-ers on the moun - tain pro - claim the bride-groom near;
3. Our hope and ex - pec - ta - tion, O Je - sus, now ap - pear;
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the eve - ning  1s ad - wvanc - ing, and dark - er night 1is near.
go forth as he ap - proach - es with al - le - lu - 1as clear.
a - rise, O Sun  so longed  for, o'er this be - night-ed  sphere.
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The bride-groom is a - r1s - ing and soon 1s draw - ing nigh.
The mar - riage feast 1s wait - ing; the gates wide o - pen stand
With hearts and hands up - lft - ed, we plead, O Lord, to see
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Up, prayv and watch and wres - tle; at mid - night comes the  cry.
A - r1ise, O heirs of glo ry, the bride-groom 1is at  hand.
the day of earth's re - demp - tion that sets your peo - ple free!
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Liturgical texts and music reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright
© 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All
rights reserved worldwide.

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers — text: Laurentius Laurenti, tr. Sarah B. Findlater; music: HAF TRONES LAMPA FARDIG,
Swedish folk tune.



